
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Greatness,” is number 44 in the series.  You will find the order of worship for 
today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship    
  6:30 p.m.    Garden Party

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 
or send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events!

Open Door: Snow Cones and Sack Races

Monday:
    7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

Friday:
    7:00 p.m.  Snow Cones @ Garden

All are welcome to come to the Open Door Community 
Garden (Sth 19th and Amarillo) on Friday, July 10, 
at 7 p.m. to enjoy FREE Kona Ice snow cones and 
to participate in old fashioned relay races. If you are 
interested in competing in the three-legged race, Ryan and 
Rachel Hamilton are the team to beat! (You can see them 
preparing their race-winning strategy in this photo from 
last year’s race.) These community events are great fun for 
the whole family, so bring your friends and neighbors, 
too! And while you’re marking your calendars, be sure to 
add Friday, August 14, at 7 p.m. for a concert by Timothy 
Palmer and Friends and a FREE meal. Summer is a great 
time to be in the garden, so I hope to see you there tonight 

at our third Garden Party of the Summer at 6:30 p.m. Bring some meat (or your favorite veggie product) to 
put on the grill and spend a little time working in the garden before dinner! These parties take place on the 
first and third Sundays of the month at 6:30 p.m., so if you cannot make it tonight, we’ll see you next time! 
Grace and Peace. — Amy Wilson Feltz   



       As you are reading this, eleven Aldersgate youth are at camp, 
being fed in Word and Spirit, along with forming new relationships 
and growing as disciples of Christ! Please say a prayer this morning 
for these awesome students as they continue to grow in their faith 
and allow God to move in their lives. 
     Our mission trip to Witchta Falls is up next on July 12-18. Our high 
schoolers will be painting, hammering, and building relationships 
with those in need. We are partnering with UM ARMY (United 
Methodist Action Reach-Out Missions by Youth) to spread the 
love of Christ throughout the Northwest Texas area. Many of our 
students go every year, and to me this is a testament to the way in 
which the Holy Spirit uses this mission to change not only the lives 
of the people they help, but also the students’ lives. They come back 
with a changed perspective on the blessings in their own lives, new 
friendships, and an enriched understanding of who their neighbor 
really is! (Galatians 5:14)
          If you would like to know more about this trip and how to support it, or if you are a high school student 
and would like to go, please contact Daniel Mathis at youth@aldersgateabilene.org or 672-7893.
         Due to camp and the mission trip, there will be no regularly scheduled youth activities on July 5th or 
12th. On July 19th, we will meet at the Judge Ely Sonic for a night of volleyball. Bring money if you would 
like to eat there. Grace and Peace. — Daniel Mathis

Connections: Classic Aldersgate Sayings

Youth Ministry: Upcoming Activities

     Our creative juices are flowing. We are cooking 
up something new for an Aldersgate art exhibit, 
but we need your help! If you have been a part of 
Aldersgate for a while you have probably noticed 
that there are some favorite sayings around here. For 
instance, most churches don’t end their service by 
saying, “Sola Sancta Caritas!” Many denominations 
do not recite the Apostles Creed or the Lord’s 
Prayer every week. We’ve all heard Pastor Steve 
say, “Haaarrrpagmas!” and we all recognize Pastor 
Amy’s prayer, “May the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of all of our hearts be pleasing in your 
sight…” So, with that in mind, I am calling upon the 

congregation to send me what you believe to be classic Aldersgate sayings — those phrases that help to 
mark and identify who we are as a community of faith. You can share these by emailing me at jessica@
aldersgateabilene.org. If you’d rather chat, then you are welcome to call my cell phone (210) 849-9122. 
Thank you! I look forward to hearing from you! — Jessica Watson



ALIVE in the Spirit: Greatness
Matthew 23:1-12

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

What makes one GREAT?

“Heavy, Cumbersome Loads”

More than a finger…

 -    People over Position

 -    Get Down

 -    And Dirty  

Greatness as a Spiritual Discipline

Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all—Jesus (Mark 9:35)



    This week for our Summer Blast activity, 
we will enjoy a fun day at the Abilene Zoo 
and the splash pad at Nelson Park.
    We will meet in front of the zoo at 10:00 
a.m. on Wednesday, July 8, and walk 
through the zoo together. 
     After that, we will head over to the park 
for a picnic. Then, it’s off to a fun time at 
the splash pad!
   I know most of us have gone through 
the zoo several times, but it is always 
more fun with friends. Hope you can join 
us!   
      Feel free to stop by the Welcome Center 
to pick up a yellow flyer that contains a 
complete Summer Blast schedule.  — Alayna Brooks                  

   Children’s Ministry: Fun at the Zoo

College Ministry: Summer College Ministry
   Summer has hit the halfway 
mark, which is so hard to 
imagine! So far, our student 
ministry has gathered casually 
for meals on Sunday nights to 
enjoy a bit of fellowship with 
one another. These Sunday 
evenings have helped us to 
reconnect and have allowed 
new students to jump into 
the community. We also 
have experimented a bit with 
hosting small lunch gatherings 

at McMurry University. These gatherings typically entail the consumption of a few pizzas followed by a 
viewing of a TED talk or other short documentary film. We like these short films because they usually bring 
about interesting conversations concerning topics like poverty, justice, and politics — all of which easily 
overlap with our faith. It is easy for us to get overwhelmed by these pressing issues in our culture and then 
become desensitized not only to the issues, but to the people who are affected by the issues. I hope and pray 
that as we continue to engage each other in healthy conversations that we will consider these issues as more 
than just problems to fix in our society. These issues convey the breakdown of relationships and the need for 
restoration, wholeness, and life that can only be found in Christ. — Kyle Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                       6.28.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $8,255.08
Received Month-to-Date = $49,220.18
Received Year-to-Date = $399,506.81
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $24,566.04 

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 166
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 128

Total Worship Service Attendance =  288                               
 Sunday school = 154

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare 
is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



by Pastor Amy We invite you to 
read Shaped by the 
Word: the Power 
of Scripture in 
Spiritual Formation.  
If you would like a 
copy, please call the 
church office at 672-7893, or make 
a note on the welcome card, and we 
will order a copy for you. The price 
is $12. Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the World                    

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sun:    Matthew 23:1-12
Mon:   Mark 9:30-37  
Tue:     John 13:1-15           
Wed:   Luke 9:44-50
Thur:   Philippians 2:1-11                       
Fri:      Luke 22:7-38
Sat:      Galatians 5:13-26              

Chronological Bible Readings
Sun:    John 11
Mon:  Luke 17:11-18:14
Tue:    Matt 19, Mark 10
Wed:   Matt 20-21
Thur:  Luke 18:15-19:48
Fri:      Mark 11, John 12
Sat:      Mark 22, Mark 12
           
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

  In Matthew, Chapter 28, the resurrected 
Jesus charges his disciples, “Go into all the 
world and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.” (vv 19-20)

       These verses are part of what is known as the Great Commission.
     A commission, simply put, is to give the authority to perform a 
particular task.Out of the meaning of this passage has been born the 
tradition of commissioning missionaries to do the work of God in a 
particular part of the world, whether they plan to stay in that place 
for a lifetime, a year, or a week.
     Each year, several members and friends of Aldersgate volunteer to 
serve on short-term mission teams. And each year, our congregation 
takes the time to commission them to do the work of God in a 
particular part of the world.
     This year, five teams will be sent from Aldersgate to share the love 
of God with people in our state, in our country and around the world. 
Please take a note of the commissioning dates and trip details below:
            July 5: Panama (July 10-18), led by Jack Darnell.
            July 12: Wichita Falls (July 12-18), led by Daniel Mathis.
            July 12: Slidell, Louisiana (July 19-25), led by David Feemster.
            July 19: Guatemala (July 25-August 1), led by Greg Jaklewicz.
            July 26: Panama (August 1-8), led by Carlton Villers. 
     What this means is that each worship service at Aldersgate UMC 
on every Sunday in July will include a commissioning of at one least 
short-term mission team. Thanks be to God! On the day of each 
commissioning, we will include the names of the team members 
in the Aldersgate In Action so that you may pray for them by name 
during their trip.
     Jack Darnell’s team will be leaving for Panama on Friday, July 10, 
so please pray for each of the following people as they represent the 
Aldersgate family in Panama:

David Cory
Jack Darnell
Allan Farmer
Judy Farmer
Lilia Flores

James Hinton
Katie Hinton
Dr. Yutaka Maki 
Lydia McKinney
Calah Metz 

Guadalupe Sanchez
Rev. Yolanda Tarango

Amanda Tucker
Shirley Woolf

       Friends, with the blessing and full support of this community of 
faith: Go in the peace of Christ to love and serve the Lord! Amen.

Lisa Prejean 
Marie Rast


